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Days of old. 
Lake County ... 


Ogden Dunes once could have 
been purchased for two pigs 


One of Garyton’s staunch 
pioneer residents, long 
since deceased, was once 
offered the eighty acres 
upon which now standOg- 
den Dunes’ finest homes, 
in exchange for two pigs 
he had for sale. 

He refused the offer, 
saying “those knobs are 
just plain worthless,” and 
insisted on the $4 sale 
price he had set for the 
pigs. 

THE owner of the pigs 
was Darus Blake, for 
whom Blake Road was 
later named, in Garyton. 

His homestead, whica is 
no longer standing, was 
one of the first struc- 
tures in the East Gary 
Garyton area, and wis 
located on Central Ave. 
just west of Calvary Ce- 
metery. 

East Gary was called 
Lake Station, and there 
was no Garyton as vet, 
only the Blake home in 
that vicinity. 


liet Cut Off came into 
nortnern Indiana, Lake 
Station was one of the 
busiest shipping points in 


the country for live stock 
grain, pork, beef, game, 
butter, eggs, poultry, hay, 
sand, cranberries andice. 

The meat and live stock, 
berries and produce, 
along with the ice, went 
mostly to Chicago. 

LAKE Station’s first 
building was the little rail 
road station opposite the 
Old Lake [favern, onCen- 
tral Ave. In the old re 
cords it was described 
this way: 4 

“The depot grounds are 
the largest and most tast- 
efully laid out of any in 
the county.” 

THE inn at the southeast 
corner of Hobart Road and 
Central Ave. (which was 
later to become the Old 
Lake Tavern) was the se- 
cond building in Lake 
Station. 

A boardwal led from the 
station to the inn, and 
the stagecoaches passing 
through always stopped 
for the uight at the inn 


BY 1852, Lake Station 
had a total of forty fam- 
ilies, two dry goods 


stores, five grocery. 


stores, two blacksmith 
shops, one wagon shop, 
five saloons, one shoe 
maker shop, two railroad 
wind-water elevators; 
five boarding hquses, one 
basket maker, one meat 
market, one church, one 
school, one hotel and one 
fire engine house. 

Lake Station was in the 
center of a thriving grain 
and tive stock region, on 


the eastern part of a rich 


game and fur-bearing re- 
gion and convenient to the 
lush berry country. 
| HUNDREDS of bushels 
‘of cranberries were mar 
keted from the marsh 
lands around Central Ave. 
and Porter County Line 
Road. 

For some yeirs, after 
the Michigan Southern, 
Michigan Central and Jo 


ANOTHER original buil 
ding which later housed a 
radio and electric appli- 
ance shop for a number 
of years was located on 
the east side of Ripley, 
just north of Central Ave. 

Lake Station’s first 
church was St. Jospeh’s 
Catholic Church, which 
stood where the present 
St. Francis Xavier Catho- 
lic Church now is located. 

A Pottawatomi tribal ce- 
metery was located along 
Central Ave. east of Ri- 
pley, where the former 
Levi Henry home stood 
for many years. ” 

Lake Station kept its 
name until after the city 
of Gary was built, when 
the name was changed to 
East Gary, and the com- 
munity of Garyton began 
to build up. 


